
 
 
PRESS RELEASE - FINAL 
 
11 May 2026 
 
Donaldson Timber Systems appoints Head of Technical 

Leading UK offsite �mber frame manufacturer, Donaldson Timber Systems has appointed 
Grant Sanderson as Head of Technical. 

Grant has built his career with Donaldson Timber Systems over the last decade. He joined as 
a Structural Engineer in 2015, before being promoted to Engineering Manager in 2020. 
During this �me, he has consistently raised technical standards, strengthened pre-
construc�on and engineering processes, and supported colleagues by sharing knowledge 
and developing others. 

With a BSc (Hons) in Civil Engineering from Napier University and close to 20 years of 
experience, Grant began his career at a structural engineering consultancy in Edinburgh, 
where he found a niche in �mber frame engineering. Prior to joining Donaldson Timber 
Systems, Grant also spent three years in the offshore oil and gas industry, providing site and 
desk-based engineering support for the fabrica�on of offshore oil produc�on jackets, 
topsides and wind farms.  

In this newly created role, Grant is responsible for leading the full technical func�on for 
Donaldson Timber Systems across the UK, including technical coordina�on, engineering, 
design development and project governance from tender to delivery. 

Commen�ng on his promo�on, Grant said: “I‘m incredibly proud to be taking on this new 
role and leading such a knowledgeable and experienced team. The people and exper�se 
within the business are what makes Donaldson Timber Systems such a great place to 
develop a career. When I joined ten years ago, I quickly setled in thanks to the support and 
camaraderie of the team, many of whom are s�ll with the business today and have all played 
a significant part in my development. 

“While I’m setling into the role, my priority will be improving efficiency across our processes 
to free up more �me for the team to focus on the core technical work and enhance our 
availability for front end support to customers and sales colleagues. This will lead to even 
beter rela�onships, more accurate informa�on and more capacity for new business. I’m 
grateful for this opportunity and excited to see what the future holds.”   

John Smith, Technical Director at Donaldson Timber Systems said: said: “Grant brings deep 
technical exper�se, credibility and insight to this new role. His passion for con�nuous 
improvement, innova�on and the effec�ve use of technology came through strongly during 
the interview process and will be key as we con�nue to evolve our technical capability. 

“His forward-thinking approach puts him in an excellent posi�on to lead the technical team 
and support the delivery of high-quality, compliant and customer-focused solu�ons. This is a 



 
 
well-deserved promo�on and a strong example of our commitment to developing talent 
from within the business as we plan for the future. Congratula�ons, Grant!” 

With over 50 years of offsite �mber frame exper�se, Donaldson Timber Systems offers 
unrivalled experience and knowledge in offsite construc�on, opera�ng from a network of 
manufacturing and technical centres across the UK.  
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About Donaldson Timber Systems 

Donaldson Timber Systems is the UK's market leading offsite manufacturer for �mber frame 
build systems, with manufacturing bases in Oxfordshire and Aberdeenshire. They have the 
capacity to build 10,000 sustainable homes a year. 

The business has been in opera�on for 50 years and in that �me, the team has built over 
150,000 homes, 300 hotels and numerous commercial and public buildings.  

Donaldson Timber Systems adopts the principles of Modern Methods of Construc�on 
(MMC) to increase the precision quality of construc�on products and move the construc�on 
industry towards a different way to build. An offsite method that allows the sector to 
increase volume, while the wider construc�on industry is challenged with skills and labour 
shortages. 

Since 2021, Donaldson Timber Systems has been part of the 165-year-old �mber specialist 
and family business, The Donaldson Group.  

htps://www.donaldson�mbersystems.com/  
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